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Our Fourth Decade of Fun, Sun, Leaks, Fumes, Sparks, Whines & Friends 

 

 

President’s Address by  
Rolf Blom 
For the January 2024 Newsletter. 

My notes for the November 
and December newsletter 
reviewed my efforts to close the 
storage unit I had been renting for 
far too long.  In October I 
mentioned that the top could not be installed, and 
in November I discussed the poorly functioning 
choke cable, and the misaligned choke cable I 
received from Moss Motors and a plan I had to 
repair it. 

I will now provide some follow up on the 
choke cable issue.  I had planned to grind away 
the connection between the cable shield and the 
dashboard section for the part; then refasten it at 
the correct angle.  Unfortuately on further 
consideration I noticed that this will not work at all!  
You can see why in this anotated photograph.   

To put it bluntly the missalignment is 
caused only by the relation between the hex 
shaped knob holder on the cable and the 
machined flat on the cable holder.  Once I realized 
that I got out my good old TR2 & TR3 Brooklands 
Spare Parts Catalog to see what their diagram for 
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the dashboard could tell me.  The diagram loocked 
exactly right with respect to the appearance of the 
part except that it shows two parts under “Choke 
Control!”  The outer part is part number 400629 
after commission number TS8637, while the inner 
part (again after commission number TS8637) is 
numbered 40628.  This suggested that the parts 
were planned to be separable so that one could be 
able to replace the choke cable without disturbing 
the rest of the cable and other under the dash 
components.  I decided to see if I could separate 
the parts enough to see if I could change 
something on the inner cable to reorient the knob 
holder portion.  I found that with the outer portion 
clamped to a surface you can pull the inner cable 
out a short distance and twist it (in either direction) 
and when you let go it pops back to the center 
position.  Of course, in my case it returned to the 
previous incorrect alignment.   

I guess by now I should warn the reader 
that things did not turn out well!  I tried the same 
experiment again, but this time with a more 
vigorous twist counterclockwise.   To my surprise 
something inside the outer cable gave a little and 
when I let go the inner cable returned to a different 
position.  At this point the situation was much the 
same as before; however instead of the text on the 
knob pointing to about one o’clock it was now 
pointing off to the left at 90 degrees. 

Well as the British makers of the car 
sometimes say— “in for a Penny in for a Pound”—
it was time to see what disassembling the cable 
would reveal.  I was able to do so by first forcing 
the black retaining spring down and off the end of 
the cable.  At that point the little spring inside that 
lets you select various slipped down into the cable 
interior.  Then the interior cable could be pulled out 
and I took a picture of the parts on the counter.  I 
noticed that Moss Motors had correctly made sure 
to include some graphite to lubricate the cable.  I 
was not able to retrieve the above-mentioned 
interior spring so at that point I decided to buy a 
new one from The Roadster Factory. 

So the next morning I spotted the real 
reason my project did not turn out well as the news 
broke that TRF had burned to the ground.  This 
was always my favorite site for the best in parts.  
Their parts were not always the cheapest; but they 
were always reliable.  I had also planned to see if 

they could recover my sidescreens with a special 
material to match a new top I had purchased with 
gray sunfast material.  Anyway, I am sure I am not 
the only one who will miss them.  I suspect they 
will not be able to rebuild.  I did reassemble the 
choke cable while I consider what to do next.  A 
photo of the disassembled cable is included below. 

I hope most of you are well and make it to 
the January 16th meeting.   

 
 

Vice President’s Article by 
Pat Kendall  

 

Selection of the meeting 
location is Big Whiskey's.  
4532 E. 51st St 

 
 
 

Minutes of the last meeting 
by Secretary Adele Blom  

 
There was no meeting in 

December. 
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Roadster Factory Fire on Christmas Day 

ARMAGH, Pa. – More than a dozen fire 
companies from two counties were called out 
around 1 a.m. Monday for what officials described 
as a total-loss commercial structure fire at The 
Roadster Factory in Indiana County. 

Nearly 12 hours later, crews were still at 
the scene, dousing the rubble of The Roadster 
Factory in the 300 block of Killen Road, between 
Dilltown and Armagh. 

"I would think we're going to be here for 20 
hours," Armagh and East Wheatfield Township fire 
Chief Tom Fry said on Monday afternoon, "and 
then we’re probably going to get called back." 

The state police fire marshal was contacted 
to investigate the cause of the fire, Fry said. The 
fire marshal could not be reached for comment on 
Tuesday. 

The roughly 48,000-square-foot facility was 
engulfed in flames throughout the early hours of 
Christmas morning while more than 100 
firefighters tried to contain the blaze. As the sun 
rose, all that was left was a gutted brick structure 
at the front of the business and smoldering ruins 
behind. 

Firefighters attack the back side of The 
Roadster Factory with water on Monday, Dec. 25, 
2023. 

The Roadster Factory manufactured and 
supplied parts for classic British sports cars. It was 
a British Motor Heritage Approved Supplier that 
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provided enthusiasts with access to original and 
reproduction parts, and it made custom 
components as closely as possible to the original 
specifications, according to its website. 

"It is the goal of The Roadster Factory to 
make it as easy as possible for our customers to 
drive, maintain and restore classic British sports 
cars for fun, for transportation, for racing, or for 
show as they desire," the company's website says. 

Firefighters managed to pull a few antique 
cars from the showroom. The vehicles later sat on 
the lawn in front of the building, but the full extent 
of the loss was unknown. 

Fry said he didn't know how many vehicles 
were lost in the blaze. A survey of the property 
revealed at least two cars burned and under 
rubble near the back of the building, several 
destroyed engine blocks, and numerous fire-
damaged parts boxes, catalogs, and manuals. 

Many people stood watching the fire, 
including The Roadster Factory employees and 

the owner, Albert Runyan, who declined to 
comment. 

Once the flames were under control and 
just billowing smoke remained, excavators were 
called in to move sections of metal roof and other 
debris to reveal hot spots and allow firefighters to 
continue dousing the debris. 

In addition to the fire-caused destruction, 
the firefighters faced issues of their own in battling 
the blaze. Fry said hoses were springing leaks, 
and trucks were running low on fuel after hours of 
idling, with few options to replenish their tanks. 
Water was also a dwindling resource, and several 
firefighters had to leave the scene for work and 
other responsibilities. 

Only minor injuries were reported from 
firefighters working with the debris. 
  

WHY SHOULD I JOIN VTR? 

VTR works to maximize the enjoyment all of us have when driving a Triumph and 

emphasizes camaraderie and social interaction among Triumph owners. As the only North 

American organization which recognizes each and every Triumph model, we hope you’ll 

want to join us as we strive to achieve these goals. 

We also hope you’ll attend either the National or regional gatherings of VTR members. 

These conventions are always fun for attendees, and joining a VTR chapter will introduce 

you to others in your area who share your passion for Triumphs. Car shows, rallies, 

autocrosses, tours, vintage racing, and social gatherings are a regular part of the VTR 

scene. 

Won’t you join us? ? https://vintagetriumphregister.org/ 

Your dues provide the following: 
• our award winning, bi-monthly, color-cover magazine, The Vintage Triumph 
• free classified advertising in the magazine 
• technical assistance from our vehicle consultants 
• VTR membership card and windshield decal 

 

http://vintagetriumphregister.org/tvt/
http://vintagetriumphregister.org/vehicle-consultants/
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2023 CAR SHOW LIST 

by Art Graves 
New Orleans All British Car Day  

Location: Metairie, Louisiana  

Date: March 25, 2023  

Web: http://www.bmcno.org/  

 

VTR South Central Regional Convention  

Location: St. Louis, Missouri  

Date: 30 May to June 1, 2024  

Web https://sltoa.regfox.com/south-central-vtr-

2024-regionals 

 

Dallas All British & European Car Day  

Location: White Rock Lake Park, Dallas, Texas  

Date: May 7, 2023  

Web: http://www.allbritishcarday.com/  

 

The Wedge Shop Gathering  
Location: Stowe, Vermont  
Date: September 14 – 17, 2023  

https://www.thewedgeshop.com/event-

registration.html  

 

Euro-Expo Car Show  

Location: Sand Springs, Oklahoma  

Date: June 9 – 10, 2023  

Web: http://www.jaguarcluboftulsa.com/  

 

TRA National Meet  

Location: Oxford, Ohio  

Date: June 19 – June 23, 2023  

Web: https://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra-

2023  

 

Greater Ozarks British Motoring Club 

Car Show  

Location: Springfield, Missouri  

Date: June 23 – June 24, 2023  

Web: https://gobmccarshow.com/  

 

 

 

 

Kansas City All British Car Day  

Location: Merriam, Kansas  

Date: September 2 – 4, 2023  

Web: 

http://www.heartlandallbritish.com/index.html  

 

Triumphest  

Location: San Diego, California  

Date: September 7 – September 10, 2023  

Web: 

http://www.triumphest.org/Triumphest2023/tfest20

23ad.php  

 

Britts on the Bluff  

Location: Natchez, Mississippi  

Date: September 15 - 16, 2023  

Web: https://www.msemc.org/events/  

 

6-Pack Trials  

Location: Indiana, Pennsylvania  

Date: September 21 – 23, 2023  

Web: https://forums.6-pack.org/  

 

VTR National Convention  

Location: Dillard, Georgia  

Date: September 27 –October 1, 2023  

Web: https://www.vtr2023.org/  

 

British Iron All British Car Day  

Location: Agri Park, Fayetteville, Arkansas  

Date: October 6 – 7, 2023  

Web: http://www.britishironnwa.org/  

 

Texas All British Car Day  

Location: Austin, Texas  

Date: October 13 – October 15, 2023  

Web: Texas All British Car Day - Car Show Pro  
  

http://www.bmcno.org/
https://sltoa.regfox.com/south-central-vtr-2024-regionals
https://sltoa.regfox.com/south-central-vtr-2024-regionals
http://www.allbritishcarday.com/
https://www.thewedgeshop.com/event-registration.html
https://www.thewedgeshop.com/event-registration.html
http://www.jaguarcluboftulsa.com/
https://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra-2023
https://www.miamivalleytriumphs.org/tra-2023
https://gobmccarshow.com/
http://www.heartlandallbritish.com/index.html
http://www.triumphest.org/Triumphest2023/tfest2023ad.php
http://www.triumphest.org/Triumphest2023/tfest2023ad.php
https://www.msemc.org/events/
https://forums.6-pack.org/
https://www.vtr2023.org/
http://www.britishironnwa.org/
https://carshowpro.com/events/view/1472
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Scheduled Club Activities 
WHEN WHAT WHO 

Feb 10 Drive your Triumph Day w/COVTR-Cushing Art 

March? St. Patrick’s Day Dinner Jan 
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12/16/2023 - The paint job is done, 
reassembly begins today.  Doug Campbell is 
leaning on the wall of his paint booth, admiring his 
work.  From August 1 to December 15th at a cost 
of $7500 total.  Job well done for a reasonable 
cost. 

Gary Moss was on hand to help with the loading 

and unloading of the car.  He appears happy the 

job is done, and the car is back at my shop.  

Thank You Gary. 
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Greasy Hands Garage North Update 
by John Phillips 

9/17/2023 - When we left off last month the 

passenger seat had been stripped and the back 

straps shortened.  Then the support straps were 

added to the bottom of the seat frame, followed by 

the factory diaphragms.  I am confident that no one 

will have trouble with failed diaphragms in the 

future. 

I plan to start putting the seat foams 

together tomorrow.  Since I have never redone 

seats from an early TR6 before, I may try to find 

some guidance somewhere online. 

9/18/2023 – Ok, the early 6 seats are a lot 

more complicated than the late models I am used 

to.  I did indeed find a very detailed video on the 

process, but it runs so fast that it is hard to discern 

any details about the assembly.  If interested, it is 

here.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BD7jO5tZsEw 

I got up wondering where I might find seat 

belt strapping for the diaphragm support plus foam 

to replace what had rotted during storage, plus 

some rivets the correct size and last but not least 

upholstery glue.  I got ready to go out shopping to 

find the materials needed but then the light came 

on.  Check Amazon, and I did.  I found everything 

needed except a piece of metal from which to 

make hold down clips for the seat belt material.  

Free delivery so no shopping.  The foam will take 

the longest delivery time, October 2nd.  The rest, 

tomorrow. 

The video shows significant sub-assembly 

work prior to gluing anything to the frame so that 

will be my focus for now, building the seat 

cushions, back support and headrests.  This will 

most likely be slow going to get right. 

I went to the shop after lunch and took the 

covers and pads off the driver’s seat.  The other 

set went in the trash.  I kept these around to have 

a visual guide to show how they should go back 

together.  May start tomorrow, enough for today. 

9/20/2023 – I started the day by running 

some errands then went to the shop.  The rivets 

and strapping I had ordered had arrived, so the 

obvious job was to work on the Driver’s seat by 

installing the support strapping followed by the 

standard seat diaphragm.  Before starting that I 

worked on the seat back supports. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BD7jO5tZsEw
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If you recall, the straps stretch over time 

and finally get so bad that the panel on the back of 

the seat gets pushed off and will not stay on.  This 

is a great time to tighten them up. 

The way 

you do that is to 

remove the bottom 

on or in my case 

the one next to the 

bottom.  You could 

go through a 

process of 

shortening the 

strap by moving 

the pins to another 

set of holes, or you 

can just move the 

strap above down 

to the next level.  

Since it is shorter, 

it will be tighter.  

Then move 

the strap above down to the next level and so on 

until the last strap you have must be shortened 

because it is now way too long. 

Now for the seat cushion.  I bought some 

seat belt strapping for this job since my stash had 

been depleted while doing the passenger seat.  I 

also purchased some ½ inch wide x 1/10” steel flat 

stock about 3 feet long to make the strap retainers.  

The retainers were made by cutting 12 pieces that 

were two inches long.  Two 1/8” holes were drilled 

in each piece for installation of ½ “long rivets to 

hold the strapping in place.  The holes actually 

need to be a little larger than 1/8 inch for the rivet 

to go through. 

The picture shows the strapping installed 

first, followed by the rubber diaphragm.  Pulling 

those hooks into place will make an old man grunt, 

I promise. 

Figure 1This hard diaphragm 

was scrapped in favor of a 

newer one I had in the shop. 
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Tomorrow I may start placing the foam 

pieces on the seat bottoms. 

Interestingly, I ran across the invoice for 

the seat foams and diaphragms.  They were 

purchased in July of 1993, coincidentally that is 

the same time that Sam and Carol were starting 

our club.  I can only assume that this car has been 

apart and stored for 30 years. 

9/21/2023 – Some time was spent in the 

shop today trying to not mess up the seat 

foam/cover installation.  It did not work.  The 

passenger seat cushion did not get glued to the 

foam underneath.  Since that area is no longer 

accessible, I am wondering whether to try and 

rework the assembly or leave it the way it is.  It 

won’t hurt anything; it just doesn't look right.   Kind 

of like sitting on an air bubble. 

I think I will do the other side and see what 

the difference is.  If I do it right, and they look the 

same, I am home free.   

Some work was also done on the back of 

the seat.  If it looks strange to you, I understand, it 

looks strange to me as well.  This is the first set of 

early seats for me.  They will look fine when 

finished.  More tomorrow. 

9/22/2023 – Today I reviewed what I know 

versus how the old seats were assembled.  Things 

are ok so far.  

No gluing 

today, just 

planning. 

Jim 

and I visited 

with Doug 

Campbell, the 

painter, again 

today.  I took 

him some parts he needed to ensure fit of mating 

parts.  Jim picked up the remainder of the hood 

that came from his old parts car.  Work on my car 

seems to be going quite slowly at this point. 

So far, the age of the interior parts has 

been ok except for two items.  The seat 

diaphragms do not stretch easily.  I pulled one of 

the tabs off and had to replace it with a diaphragm 

I had purchased a few years ago.  It stretched 

easily and was much easier to install as a result. 

The second item was a foam pad that is 

attached around the front edge of the seat.  The 

old foam had completely 

deteriorated and turned to 

dust.  The new foam is due 

today. 

9/24/2023 – On the 

previous page is a picture 

of the seat diaphragm that 

came with the car.  Very old 

and not very pliable.  I 

decided to replace it with 

one that is newer so both 

seats have updated diaphragms now. 

After that task, I installed one of the 

bolsters on the passenger seat.  It actually looks 

pretty good, no bulges or wrinkles.  It needs a little 

more trimming in a couple of areas.  Since I am in 

no hurry, it seemed a good time to finish up for the 

day.   

It is Sunday and I am still waiting for the 

foam to arrive via UPS.  They have missed three 

receipt days already. 

9/25/2023 – No foam yet.  I went ahead 

with assembly knowing the missing foam can be 

installed later.  Everything was fine until the back 

was put in between the bolsters.  Not happy.  If 

someone else did work this poorly it would not go 

well. 

I have to make some changes somehow.  It 

just looks awful.  The bolster vinyl must come up a 

half inch or more to close gaps at the headrest.  
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Some space has 

to be made 

between the 

bolsters to 

relieve pressure 

on the back.  

That might even 

help the 

headrest.  Not 

happy.  Not 

happy. 

9/26/2023 – 

Gave up on 

foam order and 

re-ordered.  

Since I am 

waiting for the 

foam, I think I 

will start to 

source someone to service the radiator and 

fuel tank.  New tank cost ($279.95), New 

radiator cost ($349.99) at British Parts 

Northwest.  The radiator from TRF is 

($369.95), the tank is (price is of day 

ordered).  Moss is ($279.99) for a tank, 

($359.99) for a radiator.  I think I will check 

the service industry. 

I just visited with Steve Smith at Vinita 

Muffler and Radiator to ask if he was still doing 

radiators and the response was yes.  I asked if he 

also works on fuel tanks, and he said yes.  I will be 

taking mine up for IRAN (inspect and repair as 

necessary) first thing in the morning.  Back in the 

old days we had a program with the Air Force that 

they called IRAN. 

I did do a little more work on the seat trying 

to improve the appearance with small success not 

worth messing with so the seat will remain as is 

unless the sun can help me out.  Dan Short said 

“the sun is the interior’s best friend”. 

9/27/2023 – This morning I made the 45.5 

mile drive up route 66 to Vinita Muffler and 

Radiator.  Assuming the tanks on the radiator are 

in good condition, the core will most likely require 

replacement.  That will make the original looking 

radiator like new.  I did ask that a drain valve be 

installed on the bottom tank. 

Even though the gas tank has a lot of gunk 

and some rust inside, Steve said his sand blaster 

will make cleaning a very manageable task.  No 

other repair work is anticipated. 

Of course, the goal is to save money 

versus purchase of new parts.  I hope it works out. 

Later I decided to order the wiring 

harnesses needed. 

The only harness that got here with the car 

is the reverse light harness that runs from the back 

of the transmission to under the dash at the right 

of the tunnel.  Well, there was a worn out and 

broken grounding cable.  Trash. 

Actually, I did some sorting to find out what 

was needed.  There was a new brake master 

cylinder on the shelf in the shop.  A new clutch 

master and slave are still needed. 

9/29/2023 – Today I decided that parts are 

not getting cheaper, the prices are going up so as 

of now I will buy what I need before the costs of 

parts and shipping go up again. 

As previously stated, I found the new brake 

master cylinder on the shelf in the shop.  The 

clutch slave and master cylinders were ordered to 

finish up the hydraulic needs. 
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Next up was the exhaust system.  I had a 

pretty good head start of about $200 with parts in 

the drawer and attic.  The muffler off my first TR6 

was still there.  I had installed Sam’s old stainless 

muffler and stuck my old one in the attic.  It is in 

perfect shape so no expense there.  The attic 

storage had to be around 25 years.  I had some 

clamps and brackets and hardware, so the 

purchase ended up as shown. 

I think the next thing to do is to start testing 

the lights intended for installation when the car 

comes home.  I don’t want to buy another harness. 

This is going to be a nice car. 

10/2/2023 – Not much time to work on the 

car on Sunday but I did account for all of the 

exterior lights.  I also cleaned the wiring contacts, 

replaced bulbs, and retrieved one light from the 

attic since the one that came with the car was in 

such bad shape. 

The lights are hardly pretty, they have been 

boxed and shuffled around who knows how many 

times.  I may have to purchase some lenses for the 

taillights. 

There is 

continuity 

everywhere it is 

needed which 

indicates the lights 

will burn when the 

switch is activated.  

I still have not 

checked for short 

circuits but hope to 

tomorrow. 

Today, Jim 

Murray brought his 

TR3 to the shop for 

a change of oil, 

filter and coolant 

hoses and of 

course coolant. 

We had 

what I define as 

three major spills.  

The first was the result of an oil filter canister that 

was a little crooked over the gasket.  It leaked out 

about 2 or 3 quarts of oil. 

The filter canister was removed and refitted 

correctly and there were no more leaks from that 

location. 

We made a trip to O’Reilly’s for more oil 

and a bag of stuff to soak up spills.  It is good that 

we got it because there were a couple more spills 

to come. 

Next the small valve on the bottom of the 

radiator was opened to drain the coolant.  The 

catch pan was under the car but not where the 

coolant landed when it was expelled.  Spill number 

2 resulted. 
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When the bottom radiator hose was 

removed, the third spill occurred.  We spread the 

cleanup material around the spill to dam it up and 

keep it from making a larger puddle. 

We spent some time cleaning up the spills 

using dust pans and a scoop shovel.  The wet 

nasty waste was put in an empty dog food bag and 

set in the trash can. 

The bottom radiator hose from the pump 

consists of metal pipe and two rubber connectors, 

one on each end.  The metal pipe had significant 

rust so it was cleaned and coated with rust fix.  

While that dried, Jim changed the last hose. 

By then the metal pipe was dry so the 

rubber connectors were installed on the pipe and 

the assembly was attached to the pump and the 

radiator 

The engine in the car was started to look 

for oil pressure and any leaks and there were 

none.    Actually, there was oil pressure.  The lift 

arms were removed from under the car and the 

car moved rearward so we could have access to 

the rest of the spill mess that needed tidying up.  

Again, with the scoop shovel. 

Jim arrived this morning at 9:30 and he left 

at 4:30.  A full day that ended up successful.  The 

oil and filter were changed.  The new radiator 

hoses were installed, and new anti-freeze installed. 

Email from Jim: 
John, 
Thanks for all of your assistance, expertise, tools, 
etc.. this past Monday.  It never occurred to me 
that the oil filter leakage would be that 
monumental!  As I tightened it down from the 
front sided it looked good and felt good.  Clearly, I 
should have checked from the back side as it was 

clearly not seated properly.  Senior 
Moment?  (Sigh)... Maybe? Maybe just my usual 
screw-up?  Maybe both.  Hard to say. 
  The way home was unremarkable, with the 
exception that it was without incident! Oil 
pressure and engine temps looked good.  Speedo 
was still acting up a bit. I am going to hit the 
instrument with ONE drop of 3-in-1 Oil because it 
has not been lubed in the past 40 years, but I think 
the problem may still be with the cable routing or 
the angle drive. Right front suspension still 
squeaking, with no change. 
  After arriving home, I popped the bonnet to have 
a look-see.  All of the replaced cooling hose 
connections looked dry.  A little oil drippage, but 
hard to tell if it was from the filter, or aftermath of 
the oil change disaster.   Front oil seal may be 
leaking slightly.  But overall, the drips were 
minimal.  So, that is a reason for concern...   .  Will 
need to dig deeper tomorrow. 
Thanks, again! 
-Jim 

 

10/3/2023 – Today I finished checking the 

exterior lights for short circuits to the best of my 

ability.  One light was found to be quite rusty when 

it was opened up so I found a replacement in the 

attic that is rust free. 

Some lights had wires with missing 

connectors, so connectors were replaced.  I think 

they are ready for installation. 

One of the orders for foam finally produced 

a shipment of material.  However, I think this foam 

is more dense than what is used on original 

equipment.  I may wait and see what arrives next. 

Yesterday the wiring harnesses arrived and 

will remain stored in my office until it is time to 

install them.  The only big-ticket item to be 

received is the exhaust system, part of which is on 

back order, and to a lesser degree the clutch 

hydraulics.  I am ready for a car to put everything 

in. 

10/5/2023 – Yesterday the second 

shipment of foam arrived late.  It is usable but not 
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exactly what I want.  Another shipment is due by 

Monday so to make sure I will wait. 

Now that all the lights are functioning 

properly, it is time to get them cleaned up, 

polished and broken lenses replaced.  Time to lean 

on the attic stash again. 

Ok, they are all clean and functional but 

there are a couple of lenses with minor cracks.  

Since they cost about $65 each, I think I can use 

them as they are unless I can find some more lying 

around. 

Several parts and assemblies were also 

cleaned and when needed painted.  I made a new 

list of parts that I need and placed an order with 

TRF for them.   

Parts needed but not ordered were horns.  

I am sure there are some horns around here 

somewhere, unless I gave them all to Art.  So, 

horns and lenses are awaiting a decision.   

Productive day.  I am actually getting close 

to the end of maintenance and repair of things to 

reassemble on the car.  A few more days of easy 

work and I will need the car. 

10/6/2023 – Another day of cleaning and 

painting.  Braces, steel fluid lines, brackets, etc.  

Boring but at least I am running out of that stuff to 

work on. 

The third order of foam is due today and I 

hope this is the right foam for the job.  If so I can 

get back to work on recovering the seats and get 

them finished up. 

10/8/2023 - No foam yet.  Today I found 

the horns and tested to see if they work.  They did 

not.  They were disassembled and cleaned up 

enough to get one working.  They are not worth 

the trouble to rebuild so I bought a couple of 

aftermarket cheapies for $20.  I have used them 

before, and they work fine but I did not have the 

right brackets for them.  

The ones I ordered from British Parts 

Northwest come with the brackets attached so that 

problem should not repeat. 

The exhaust system minus the two 

intermediate pipes were received in good 

condition.  All new hangers and clamps were also 

received.  Wiring harnesses are also here so when 

the car comes home there will be plenty to do. 

10/10/1023 – UPS keeps sending notices 

that my shipments are out for delivery but no sign 

of either of them yet.  I am expecting a shipment 

from the Roadster Factory and one from a foam 

shop. 

I would really like to have the foam so I can 

finish the seat upholstery.  I set the passenger seat 

out in the sun a couple of days ago and it looks 

more settled in.  I think it may work out ok. 

Jan just brought the TRF shipment in but 

these parts are for after the car comes home.  No 

help for today.  Need foam. 

To while away the hours, I have been trying 

to improve the looks of the coolant overflow bottle 

and the windshield wiper cleaning fluid bottle.  

They both looked pretty bad with paint, grease and 

stains from age.  They are far from looking new, 

but they look much better than when I started.  

They are fully functional so I will use them as they 

are.  The tubes are broken off the wiper/washer 

pump and I probably won’t try to make them 

functional, but they won’t look too bad.   

The foam finally arrived.  It is going to work 

out just fine.  The density is good, and the amount 

of material is more than adequate.  All in all, I have 

waited for this foam for about a month.  Nothing 

has been harmed by the delay in finishing the seat 

upholstery, but I hate a delay that is unnecessary.  

Tomorrow I will make some progress by finishing 

the passenger seat and being able to make some 

progress on the driver’s seat. 

10/12/2023 – Yesterday was run errands 

and help Jan with carpets.  Never unlocked the 

shop. 

Today the housekeepers are here so I am 

free to work in the shop.  First up was to make the 

pads for the front of the seats using the new foam.  

That took a while. 
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Then the pads were glued to the front of 

the seats and the covers pulled into place and 

secured with clips.  

Now it is noon and 

time for lunch.  That 

took longer than 

expected. 

Next is the 

assembly of the back 

of the seat and the 

bolsters. 

The bolster 

foams did get glued to 

the frame. 

I didn’t get 

much further.  I just 

was not in the mood to 

work any longer.  

Maybe I just needed a 

nap.  Guess I will give 

it a try. 

10/13/2023 – I 

finally made it to the 

shop a little after 12 

today.  The vinyl for 

the seat bolsters was 

winning the wrestling 

match when I got a 

call to go pick up the 

refurbished radiator 

and gas tank. 

I jumped in the 

truck and headed 

North for the 1-hour 

drive to Vinita Muffler 

& Radiator.  We visited 

for a little while then I 

got the bill.  Sticker 

shock was the thing of 

the moment.  The cost 

of the fuel tank 

cleaning was $350.  Getting the failed tank coating 

out took a lot of labor but the tank turned out to be 

in good shape. 

The radiator core was replaced (100% 

American Made Brass & Copper I was told).  This 

one will last as long as the car does. 

The original thought was to save some 

money over buying new parts.  That did not work 

out.  The radiator cost was $458, the tank cost was 

$350.  I figure the total cost over and above new 

parts plus shipping to be about $100. 

Back on the seats bolsters tomorrow. 

10/14/2023 – I went to the shop earlier 

than normal for me.  It was not even 8 yet. 

With all the enthusiasm I could work up, I 

attacked the driver’s seat upholstery work.  The 

bolsters are a trouble spot for most people.  I say 

that because it is typical to see space between the 

top of the bolster vinyl and the seat back.  Very 

tacky looking. 

I encountered that on the passenger seat 

and added some scrap material under the bolster 

vinyl to cover the gap.  Also tacky, but not as 

obvious. 

Today I pulled and tugged on the bolster 

vinyl until the vinyl of the headrest/back assembly 

covered the top of the bolster vinyl.  I can 

understand why the design was changed to a 

much simpler assembly process.  Big difference. 

The backs and the dreaded seat release 

handles are still to be installed but I wanted a 

break from the seats. 

I started thinking about what should be 

next.  I decided to finish up the assembly work on 

the fuel tank.  Not much there but the sending unit 

for the fuel gauge was tested to see if it was 

working and in spite of the rust on the cover, it 

worked. 
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A spray of rust fix, apply the 

gasket, insert the float into the 

tank.  Now to find the attachment 

screws and fiber washers to hold it 

in place.  Found the rusty little 

buggers and the new fiber 

washers.  I used all of the screws 

except one that was deemed too 

rusty for use, so it was replaced. 

The filler hose with clamps 

was found and loosely added to 

the tank neck to be used when 

needed and that preparation work 

was done. 

The only thing I did to the radiator was find 

an old cap and put it on to keep stuff out of the 

new core. 

I had asked for a drain in the radiator, but 

that request had been forgotten unfortunately, no 

drain. 

10/15/2023 

– To finish up with 

the seats, today the 

hardware that stops 

the seat from going 

forward 

unintentionally was 

added and the seat 

backs were put in 

place. 

Some 

rework is called for 

to eliminate issues 

found during the 

work done today.  I 

need to move some 

vinyl around at the 

back of the seat.  

That can wait until 

tomorrow so right 

now I will 

concentrate on my 

beer. 
  The driver's seat could 

benefit from a day of hot 

sun. 
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 TR6 Soft Top Folding 

To prevent window damage when top is 
down fold TR6 top as shown.   

 
 
 

 

Products Appropriate for Your Car 
Not the only option but good ones. 

Standard TR6 Tire Size: 215 X 65 X 15 

This web site is terrific for selecting a tire size 

that will work with your speedometer. 

https://www.tacomaworld.com/tirecalc?tires=215

-65r15-205-70r15 

Classic Car Motor Oil 

PennGrade 1, 20W-50 

http://www.classiccarmotoroil.com/  
 

Spin on oil filter sizes: TR6 Wix 51516.   TR8 

WIX 51515 

 

*Coolant: Option 1; Evans Waterless High-

Performance Coolant is specially formulated for 

gasoline engines in classic cars and high-

performance vehicles.  

http://www.evanscooling.com/ 

Coolant: Option 2; Peak anti-freeze, no water. 

 

Transmission: 40 Wt. Non-detergent Motor Oil 

or Gear Oil: GL4 grade which is lower in 

sulphur.  GL5 not recommended 

 

Differential: Red Line Heavy Shockproof Gear 

Oil  

Brake Fluid: Valvoline Synthetic DOT4/5 

 

Spline Lubricant – CV Joint Grease 

 

Star Tron Fuel Additive:  For use with ethanol 

fuel if you have to use it. 

 
Lubrication for front trunnions on TR6 

 

JOHN’S QUICK TIPS 

2. Fold top forward without folding back 

window 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IS2FhnWK6_o&feature=youtu.be 

3. Fold side windows on top without folding side 

windows, tuck top down behind seats, add cover. 

Unsnap the top from the rear bow and beneath each 

side window.  Spread over boot lid. 

https://www.tacomaworld.com/tirecalc?tires=215-65r15-205-70r15
https://www.tacomaworld.com/tirecalc?tires=215-65r15-205-70r15
http://www.classiccarmotoroil.com/
http://www.classiccarmotoroil.com/
http://www.evanscooling.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IS2FhnWK6_o&feature=youtu.be
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What’s on the Web Site 
Seat Belt Refurbish 

Service After Storage 

Rear Wheel Bearing End Float 

Speaker Box Install 

TR6 Wind wings 

Rear Sway Bar Installation 

Triumph Rain Cover 

Flywheel Ring gear rework 

Rebuilding Triumph TR Trans/Overdrive 

Rebuilding Stromberg Carburetors 

TR6 Wiring Diagrams 

How does one know the alternator belt is tight 

enough?  If you can turn the fan/pulley with 

your hand, it is not tight enough.  If you can 

twist the belt 90° or more, your belt is not tight 

enough. 

LESSONS LEARNED 
When using an electronic ignition 
system bypass of the ballast resistor is 
highly recommended.  This resistor is for 
protection of ignition points (which are no 
longer part of the system) and lowers 
voltage to the plugs.  All 12 V are needed. 
Exception: Leave Tach wiring if applicable. 
When diff seals leak, clean the vent.   
Cleaning the vent releases pressure in the 
diff and many times stops leaks. 
Coolant hoses get loose over time. Be 
sure to tighten them periodically. 
The rear hubs on IRS cars are known to 
shear causing the wheel to separate 
from car while moving.  Check by moving 
the raised wheel in the caster/camber 
attitude to check for play.  There should be 
none. 
Thrust bearing end float should be .011” 
max.  Push the crank shaft (fan) 
rearward as far as it will go.  The crank 
should move forward when the clutch is 
depressed.  It should move between .004” 
(0.1016 mm) and .011” (0.2794 mm). 
Find paint codes at PaintRef.com 
Early TR6 Seat Backs Won’t Stay On 
Cause: Straps in seat back are stretched.  

Repair: Remove cover and shorten the 
straps to tight.  Not too hard. 
Gasket Sealant Aviation Grade 
So far found only at NAPA and considered 
best for gasket sealing.  Does not harden. 

  GCT Merchandise 

SEE NEXT TO LAST PAGE 
 

What is your car worth? 

Hagerty  Valuation Tool 

https://www.hagerty.com/valuationtools 

http://www.greencountrytriumphs.org/
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Classified Section 

TR8 WHEELS / Free, no tires.  Fifth wheel now 
being used as spare also included. 
  

Greasy Hands Garage 

North Has Used FREE TR6 

Parts If You Need 

Something 

Structural parts for 

suspension and steering 

Transmissions and a 

Differential 

Windscreen Frames, Some 

with Glass 

Lots of other stuff so if you 

need something for your 

TR6 contact: 

John Phillips at 

topaztr6@gmail.com or 

phone (9l8 527-2629 

Assorted TR3 

& TR4 parts 

Contact: 

Larry* 

cartravel@po

box.com 

DENNY’S PARTS FOR SALE 

Triumph TR3A Parts for Sale 
 
One TR3 wire wheel 15” 
Battery Box 
TR3 Transmission 
New in box tire storage lid, red 
New Muffler, still wrapped in plastic 
Stainless Brake Tubes and fittings 
Chrome Guard and Brackets for exhaust  

 
Mark 1 & 2 Spitfire Parts 1964 & 1966 

Front and rear suspension both left and right side 
3 heaters; 1 works good, other 2 motor bad, one motor good 
Frame for Mark 1 
2 Tappet Covers 
Spitfire Hubcaps, 2 sets small, 3 large 
2 Doors off 1966 Spit, complete with windows 
2 Rear Ends 
Electric Fan 
Gas Tank, complete with fill cup, Chrome 
4 Wheels with good tire, 1 extra wheel 
Drive Shaft 
2 Steering Wheels, 1 original, 1- 13” 
1966 Steering Column 
1966 Radiator with Horns and Water Bottle 
Sway Bar 
1200cc Engine Complete except exhaust & carburetor 
1200cc Engine Block, Head and Oil Pan 

 
deugenerobinson@icloud.com 

 
The club still has about 
seven (7) stainless steel 
grill badges left if anyone 
wants one.  Remaining 
stock goes for $10.00 
each. 

 

(918) 346-0900 
deugenerobinson
@icloud.com 

mailto:topaztr6@gmail.com
mailto:deugenerobinson@icloud.com
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  Land's End Merchandise & Club Logo 
Inbox x 

 
Art Graves 
 

  

to me, Rob, Dennis 

 
 

Hi John, Rob & Denny, 
  
Please review my message below and set up your own accounts with Land’s End. If all 
looks good, John, please distribute to the 
club. 
  
Thanks, 
Art 
  
Green Country Triumph Club Members, 
As a result of some discussion at the June business 

meeting, I have taken steps to make available shirts 

and hats with our club logo using Land’s End as the 

retailer. Actually, you can get almost anything 

embroidered with our club logo from Land’s End. 

(Even pajamas, as I half-jokingly stated at the 

meeting.) 

Each member can order as many items as desired; 

we do not have to make a bulk order. 

To do this, log in to Land’s End using this link: https://business.landsend.com/ . In the top right corner 

click on the “MY ACCOUNT” icon to create or sign in in to your account. You must have an account to 

order merchandise. Once you have an account, click on your “name” icon, located in the same place as 

the “MY ACCOUNT” icon, and select ‘My Logos’. Then click on “ASSOCIATE A LOGO TO MY ACCOUNT”. 

Enter Logo Reference Number ”1617508” and Customer Number “4853648” and click “ADD TO 

LIBRARY”. 

Now that you have an account and the club’s logo associated to it, ‘Commence to shopping’, as Jed 

Clampett would say. The charge to add the logo to any garment is $6.95, so a $50.00 pajama bottom 

with our logo will cost you $56.95. 

The logo size is 3.5” X 3.22”. The colors of the stitching may be changed at any time for any color fabric. 

For example, if the fabric were black, the Oklahoma outline could be made white. This example shows 

the logo on a light blue garment. 

I believe Land’s End products are of high quality and are priced accordingly. However they are forever 

having sales, promotions offering to add a logo at no charge and free shipping. 

Cheers, 

GCT Merchandise 

Visit the Cafe Press store to 

shop for Green Country 

Triumphs apparel and 

merchandise 
https://www.cafepress.com/greencountrytriumphs 
 

https://www.cafepress.com/greencountrytriumphs
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